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The Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council

We are the main UK government agency 
for funding research and training in 
engineering and the physical sciences

We invest around £650 million a year so 
the UK will be prepared for the next 
generation of technological change. 
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We are the main UK government agency for funding research and training in engineering and the physical sciences. We invest around £650 million a year in a broad range of subjects – from maths to materials science, and from information technology to structural engineering.  

We operate to meet the needs of industry and society by working in partnership with universities to invest in people and scientific discovery and innovation.  The knowledge and expertise gained maintains a technological leading edge for the UK, builds a strong economy and improves people’s quality of life. 

Our work is complementary to other research investors including other research councils, government agencies, industry and the European Union. 

We actively engage in and encourage partnerships and collaborations across disciplines, boundaries and the world. 
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EPSRC Strategic Objectives

1. Supporting world-class research in the 
engineering and physical sciences, 
addressing the challenges facing the UK 
economy and society.

2. Developing talented scientists and 
engineers.

3. Supporting the knowledge economy.

4. Public engagement with research.

5. Effective and efficient operations.
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(For full supporting information and background see EPSRC Strategic Plan 2003-2007)



1 SUPPORTING WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH: Research in science and engineering is vital for economic prosperity and quality of life. EPSRC aims to continue to improve the excellence, relevance and impact of the research it supports and in particular to increase the research capability and global standing of the UK in strategically important areas. 

2 DEVELOPING TALENTED SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS: Ultimately, the future technological capability of the UK depends on the supply of well-qualified physical scientists and engineers needed to populate industry and other areas of the economy as well as maintain a vibrant academic research base. 

3 SUPPORTING THEKNOWLEDGE ECONOMY: Research creates new knowledge; new knowledge drives innovation; and innovation produces the new technologies that enhance national competitiveness, generate wealth, and contribute to quality of life. 

4 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH RESEARCH: New developments in engineering, the physical sciences and mathematics have far reaching impacts on society. By engaging the public’s interest in research, healthy debate about its role in society can be stimulated and future generations of researchers can be inspired. 

5 EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT OPERATIONS: EPSRC’s operations are about how we achieve our mission. They include planning, communications, programme management and evaluation and are supported by a range of infrastructure services and activities. As an agency of Government, EPSRC must also meet rigorous demands and expectations in the areas of corporate governance, accountability and reporting.







Essential Platform for the
Knowledge Economy

and much of the 
Rest of Science

Securing the Future

Energy

NanoScience through 
Engineering to applicationTowardsTowards

NextNext
GenerationGeneration

HealthHealth
CareCare

TowardsTowards
BetterBetter

ExploitationExploitation

Digital
Economy

EPSRC: 08/09 to 10/11

Pulling through 
ICT to have 

transformational 
impact on business

Addressing the key 
UK energy & 

climate challenges

Providing 
Leadership, 

GC’s, Focus.

Actively fostering 
partnerships across 

acad/industry

Maximise pull through of 
engineering and physical 
sciences for better health



ENERGY: CSR07 PROPOSALS

Long term-2020-2050 focus

Grow work on:
•demand and consumption
•security of supply
•other energy vectors
•Transport

Sustain work on power 
generation
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Public-private 
partnership

Funding from 
EPSRC (60%) and 
TSB (40%)

Additional funding
•Specialised PhDs e.g.EngD
•UKERC
•fusion (JET, ITER, MAST)
•fission, materials
•more strategic partnerships
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EPSRC MATERIALS PROGRAMME



Materials Programme Funding for Energy, by 
value

Overall (02/03 - 06/07)
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£11M total value
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